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were prayer beads, there were prayer 
caps, there was a Koran, and each of 
these detainees were treated in a very 
humane fashion. 

So I would say this to my colleagues, 
that, indeed, if we are ‘‘GTMO-izing’’ 
the operation in Iraq, amen. That is 
what we need to do. 

f 

UNCOVERING WASTE, FRAUD, AND 
ABUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CARTER) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
discuss what my colleagues have been 
discussing here today: issues of waste, 
fraud, and abuse. But, before I do, I 
would like to make one statement. I 
operated as a trial judge in Texas for 
about 21 years, and we had rules in the 
court at that time that if the opposing 
counsel for any purpose attacked or 
impugned the honesty or integrity of 
another member or got vicious and at-
tacked them in any form or fashion, we 
could correct them; and if they contin-
ued in that type of style, we could ac-
tually fine them. It has been my lim-
ited experience here in Congress that if 
we were able to allow the Chair to 
issue such fines, we could probably bal-
ance the budget here in Congress with-
out much problem at all. And I think 
we have seen a lot of that here today 
with the use of some terms like ‘‘liar’’ 
that I have heard here used today. I 
just as an aside wanted to say that. 

Back about a year-and-a-half ago, I 
was in a meeting in Houston, Texas. As 
I said, I have been a trial judge. Before 
the meeting, I had an undercover De-
partment of Public Safety officer come 
to me at this meeting and say he would 
like to talk to me in private for just a 
minute; and I went in and talked to 
him. 

He said, Judge, I want to tell you 
about something. There is something 
going on here in Houston that I think 
you ought to know about it. There is a 
gang of Middle Eastern folks that are 
stealing baby formula from our local 
supermarkets and selling it to the WIC 
program. 

Well, my first reaction would be the 
reaction I would think of most Ameri-
cans, and that was, gee, whiz. I mean, 
do you guys not have anything better 
to do than go out and investigate shop-
lifting? But knowing that he was part 
of an undercover task force, I figured 
he had something to say, and I said, 
well, how big a deal could that be, 
Lieutenant? 

He said, well, Judge, here in Houston 
it is about $1 million a month. 

And I said, good Lord, $1 million a 
month for baby formula? 

He said, yes, sir; and, you know, it is 
not against the law to possess baby for-
mula. It is against the law to possess 
narcotics and dangerous drugs, but it is 
not against the law to possess baby for-
mula. So if we catch a guy with a 
trunk load of baby formula, we cannot 

do anything to him. But we know what 
he is doing. He is stealing this formula, 
and he is selling it to the WIC program 
to the tune of about $1 million a 
month. In fact, the estimates are that 
in Texas alone it is $1.5 million a 
month Statewide. 

He said, we have followed this group 
to Phoenix, Arizona. We have followed 
them to New Mexico, although I do not 
remember which town in New Mexico; 
to California, San Diego and Los Ange-
les. They have an operation in each one 
of those towns, to the possible tune of 
$30 million a month Nationwide. I was 
shocked. 

And he said, we also have evidence 
that this is being used to fund ter-
rorism. 

Now when you want to talk about 
waste, fraud, and abuse, how much 
more fraudulent could it be than steal-
ing from the mouths of our children 
and the poorest of our Nation, taking 
away a program that was designed to 
help poor mothers feed their babies, 
stealing from them, and letting a gov-
ernment agency be a fence for that pur-
pose? 

I asked him, I said, have you talked 
to the people in the WIC program? He 
said, yes, I have explained to them that 
they should not be buying this stuff off 
the street, that buying it off the street 
was fencing for criminal activity. 
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And he said, ‘‘Well, they do not see 
the seriousness in it.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, those of us who have 
been in criminal justice in this country 
have sent people to the penitentiary 
for a whole lot less than stealing a mil-
lion dollars a month. I, for one, have 
done that on several different occa-
sions. 

It shocked me so that I am proud to 
let my colleagues know that in H.R. 
3873 I got an amendment which now re-
quires that the WIC program have cer-
tified vendors that they buy this prod-
uct from. But when our government 
has risen to the size that it has risen, 
that it misses that kind of waste, 
fraud, and abuse; we have got a serious 
problem. And yet the other side of the 
aisle, the Democrats, want to raise our 
taxes to grow a bigger government, a 
bigger government that in many in-
stances the right hand does not know 
what the left hand is doing. 

For that reason, I honor the members 
of Waste Watchers for the hard work 
they are doing trying to be watch dogs. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FEENEY). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. HINCHEY) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

(Mr. HINCHEY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. PENCE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

WHAT IS THE OCEAN’S ROLE IN 
CLIMATE? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. GILCHREST) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, what 
I would like to do to the Members as-
sembled here tonight is to give a per-
spective on whether or not to some de-
gree the climate on the planet is 
changing based on observational tech-
niques by U.S. scientists. 

What I would like to do as far as this 
perspective is concerned is to say about 
500 years ago people thought the world 
was flat until there was observations 
and exploration. And through those 
techniques, Columbus, for example, it 
was discovered that the Earth was 
round. Galileo, the scientist, said that 
the Earth revolved around the Sun. As 
a result of that, he was put in prison 
and his life was threatened because at 
the time the religious doctrine was 
that the Sun revolved around the 
Earth because it was not mentioned in 
the Bible that it was the other way 
around. But then through certain tech-
niques and observation, scientific dis-
coveries, more information being dis-
seminated, we realized that the Earth 
revolves around the Sun. 

The other interesting perspective 
about 100 years after Galileo was a man 
named James Usher, a bishop in Ire-
land, said that the Earth was formed in 
4004 B.C. but that was before we had 
the science of geology, geologic tech-
niques. And through a series of infor-
mation-gathering, it was discovered 
that the Earth was several billion 
years old. In fact, we did not realize 
how old it was in the extent of the uni-
verse until the Hubbell spacecraft. 

Now we have this thing called cli-
mate change. And there is a great deal 
of discussion on that, whether or not 
there is climate change or whether 
there is not climate change, can hu-
mans impact the Earth so that the ac-
tual climate will change. 

What I would like to go through very 
briefly are some observational discov-
eries about planet Earth. For example, 
the oceans cover 70 percent of the sur-
face. The oceans store 1,000 times more 
heat than the atmosphere. The ocean 
transports about 50 percent of the en-
ergy it receives from the Sun. It trans-
ports that. That means if you look at 
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